[Event-related brain activity changes to consonant and dissonant chords in musicans and non-musicans].
The present study assessed brain activity changes related to perception of consonant and dissonant chords by musicians and non-musicians. Perception of dissonant chords in non-musicians was accompanied by increase of lower theta activity over right anterior regions, while consonant chords induced greater theta activity over left anterior regions; this pattern of asymmetrical activation was not observed in musicians. ERP analysis revealed that musicians had greater amplitude of early components (P100, N200) than non-musicians irrespective of chord type. The obtained results reflect more efficient musical harmony processing and, possibly, less emotional perception of chords in musicians.